/ Cooperative Research Centre for
/% IRRIGATION FUTURES

Irrigation Futures Training Series

ET Masterclass

More efficient water use through better knowledge and
management of water applications to irrigated crops

This two day masterclass conducted by

Dr Jim Wallace, Professor Wayne Meyer and Dr Evan Christen
will give participants

» Better understanding of the concepts, theories and latest research on evapotranspiration (ET)
» Insights info the most up to date methods for estimating crop water requirements

About Crop Water Requirements

Accurate calculation of the amount of water required by crops in Australia is essential to
ensuring optimal crop growth and yield as well as making the most efficient use of irrigation
water drawn from surface and groundwater sources. Current crop water requirement
estimation methods are based on the Food and Agriculture (FAO) Guidelines that were
revised in 1998. Recent improvements to this method have been demonstrated for
Australian crops and this new method will be made available.

Participants will take home

» Documented descriptions of the principles and concepts behind crop evaporation
» Information and details about the latest crop water requirement estimation methods

Content areas to be covered
» ETin an agricultural and science context

» Background theory on the Penman-Monteith equation and crop factors (FAOS56)

» Latest research and practice on evapotranspiration

» Progress on a new ‘one-step’ crop water requirement calculation method

Details
Date: 9-10 February, 2010
Venue: Sydney
Cost: Early bird (by 25 January) $770 (inc. GST); thereafter $990 (incl. GST)
CRCIF Members and students $550 (incl. GST)
Costincludes folder, lunches, morning and afternoon teas and dinner 9 February
Enquiries: Deborah Atkins 0415 135 457: deborah.atkins@irrigationfutures.org.au

www.irigationfutures.org.au
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Why this course is important

The increased pressure on irrigated agriculture to reduce its water use makes irrigation
efficiency even more important

Irrigation professionals need to know the latest thinking and information on the
calculation of crop water requirements

The moves toward micro irrigation, precision irrigation and deficit irrigation requires
more accurate estimation of crop water needs

New crop growth and water use calculation tools are becoming available that can
optimise yield and water use

Who should attend this course?

» Researchers, educators, irrigation advisors, consultants, advanced practitioners, policy staff and
postgraduate students

Assumed knowledge:

» Basic agronomy/crop physiology and how these influence crop factors
» Understanding how ETo and Kc are used to estimate ETc

» Familiarity with Penman-Monteith ET equation
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